Rising   Tide
1920
GANDHI felt that the storm was brewing, and instead of trying to call
it forth he did all in his power to break its violence. He meant to
prepare the masses for the coming struggle, but they must be trained
by a gradual process.
On June 16, 1920, he wrote in Toung India on the law of suffering:
"No country has ever risen without being purified through the fire
of suffering. The mother suffers so that her child may live. The condi-
tion of wheat-growing is that the seed grain should perish. Life comes
out of death. Will India rise out of her slavery without fulfilling this
eternal law of purification through suffering?
"If my advisers are right, evidently India will realize her destiny
without travail. For their chief concern is that the events of April
1919 should not be repeated. They fear non-co-operation because it
would involve the sufferings of many. If Hampden had argued thus
he would not have withheld payment of ship-money, nor would
Wat Tyler have raised the standard of revolt. English and French
histories are replete with instances of men continuing their pursuit of
the right irrespective of the amount of suffering involved. The actors
did not stop to think whether ignorant people would not have in-
voluntarily to suffer. Why should we expect to write our history
differently? It is possible for us to learn from the mistakes of
our predecessors to do better, but it is impossible to do away with
the law of suffering, which is the one indispensable condition of our
being. The way to do better is to avoid, if we can, violence from our
side and thus quicken the rate of progress and to introduce greater
purity in the methods of suffering. We can, if we will, refrain, in our
impatience, from bending the wrongdoer to our will by physical force
as Sinn Feiners are doing today or from coercing our neighbours
to follow our methods as was done last year by some of us in bringing
about hartal. Progress is to be measured by the amount of suffering